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Making the world a better place,  

one student at a time 

 

June 10, 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
 
The Evesham Township School District recognizes the value of maintaining reading and math levels that students have acquired 
during the 2018-2019 school year.  To that end, the district has again developed a summer literacy and math project to provide 
engaging ways for students to not only practice reading and math skills, but more importantly encourage lifelong readers and 
mathematicians.  Project directions and resources are posted on the district website at www.evesham.k12.nj.us under 
announcements.  These resources will also be posted on all school websites under the student tab.  If students do not have 
access to technology over the summer, a hard copy of the projects can be requested and any required student work can be 
returned to school with your child in September.  The Evesham Township Public Library also has free computer access, if 
interested.  
 
New this year, we will be hosting three summer literacy events at the school in our library-media center.  Flyers were sent home 
separately with dates and times for each event.  This is a great opportunity for students to visit the school over the summer, see 
some of our staff, return and check out books, and much more.  The goal of these events is to promote summer reading and 
math, while celebrating choice and our school community. 
   
In terms of literacy, we expect all elementary school students to read a minimum of five books this summer.  The initial 
read that all students are required to read is modeled off of the national campaign called One School, One Book.  This campaign 
aims to build a community of readers within our school as everyone – students, teachers, and even administrative staff – will be 
participating so that we can all reap the many benefits.  The story we have selected this year is available at both the primary and 
upper grade levels.  Grade three is a transition year and parents should decide which level of book is most appropriate for their 
child.  The primary book is Best Friends: The True Story of Owen & Mzee by Roberta Edwards and the upper elementary 
book is Owen & Mzee:  The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship told by Isabella & Craig Hatkoff and Dr. Paula Kahumbu.  
This story will be used to build school community in September around the theme of friendship and students at all grade levels 
will be participating in age-appropriate literacy task(s).  The other four books read this summer should be self-selected by the 
students.   
 
There is a literacy choice board that is to be utilized for any of the books being read this summer.  Choice boards can also be 
found on the school and district websites and are designated for primary and upper elementary students.  There is one 
required literacy activity in the center box that simply asks students to record their books read over the summer and 
use a coding system to recommend them to their peers.  For primary, they are to select their favorite book and bring 
in a picture of them reading it for a back-to-school display.  They also have the option to draw/write about that 
book or a character from the story.  At the upper elementary grades, they are to select their favorite book and write 
a book review to share with peers in September, the picture part if optional.  In addition to the required activity, 
students are asked to complete at least two additional tasks from the various options provided in the choice board. 
 
In the area of math, students also have a choice board that provides various math tasks for students to self-select from various 
options.  This summer’s math focus is on data and activities include, but are not limited to: playing online math games, 
developing and solving data problems, and participating in at-home project-based learning.  A minimum of five math activities are 
to be completed this summer.  The math choice boards are also found online on our websites by grade span.  There is one 
required math activity, which is for students to track the amount of time they spend on various summer activities 
for about a week and analyze the data.  In addition to the required activity, students are to choose at least four additional 
activities to complete over the summer months.     
 
Teachers will be introducing the summer literacy and math projects in class prior to the end of the school year.  We have also 
shared both book titles with our local library and Barnes and Noble so that copies are available there.  Scholastic also has a 
paperback version of the upper elementary title.  In addition, each elementary school has a limited number of book titles that can 
be signed out over the summer months.  Please take a few moments to review the choice boards for your child and feel free to 
contact me with any questions or if you have any concerns in terms of being able to acquire the required read.  Good luck with 
these projects, I look forward to talking to the students in the fall about the work they completed.  We will be sure to have 
opportunities to showcase the students’ hard work and efforts!  Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and assistance with 
these projects and I hope to see you and your child at one or more of our summer literacy events.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Principal    


